Linguistics/Anthropology 150
Dr. Irma Alarcón
E-mail: alarcoi@wfu.edu
Office: Greene Hall 549
Telephone: (336) 758-5194

Office hours: TBA
This course is doubly listed as Lin. 150 and Ant. 150, but is the same class, meeting together. Under either designation, it satisfies the WFU “CD” (cultural diversity) requirement, and under the Ant. 150 designation, also counts as a Division IV requirement.

Course description

This course is an introduction to the nature and study of human language. Language, which has fascinated not only linguists, but cognitive scientists, anthropologists, psychologists, and many others, distinguishes human beings from other species. Throughout the semester we will explore issues such as the properties of language that makes us unique; how language originated and developed; how it is learned and used; the relationship of language to other types of behavior; oral, written and signed languages; language families; analysis of linguistic data; and social issues of language use. The first half of the semester will cover the core areas of linguistics in detail (phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics), and the second half of the course will be devoted to other subfields, such as sociolinguistics, first and second language acquisition, and computational linguistics.        

Course goals

1. to survey the diverse areas of language and explore the basis for language underlying unity.

2. to learn how to describe usage, pinpoint differences, and discover patterns and rules in language data.

3. to apply the concepts of modern linguistics to social, cultural, and educational issues involving language.
Prerequisites


None; but knowledge of a language, other than English, is helpful for sharing observations and comparing different systems and cultures.
Textbook & workbook
· O'Grady, W., J. Archibald, M. Aronoff, & J. Rees-Miller (2005). Contemporary linguistics: An introduction. Boston, M.A.: Bedford/St. Martin's Press (5th edition).
· Frommer, P. & E. Finegan. (2004). Looking at languages. Boston, M.A.: Thomson & Wadsworth (3rd edition).

Note: Always bring both books with you for reference and classwork.

Course plan


The course is organized into three parts, each followed by an exam. The following plan shows what will be discussed in class each day, and the material that you should study before that session as preparation. (Chapters refer to the textbook).
	Part I: the nature of language; its sounds, words, and other building blocks


	
	Introduction to the course: linguistics, the scientific study of language

	
	Ch. 1 preview: language as a special kind of knowledge

	
	Ch. 2 (§1-4) phonetics: the articulation of sound; consonant articulation 

	
	Ch. 2: (§5-6) phonetics: manner of articulation; vowels

	
	Ch. 2 (§7-8) phonetics: pitch, length, stress

	
	Ch. 2 (§9-10) phonetics: speech production; other vowels & consonants

	
	Ch. 3 (§1-2) phonology: phonemes & allophones

	
	Ch. 3 (§3-4) phonology: features

	
	Ch. 3 (§5) phonology: syllable structure & phonotactics

	
	Ch. 3 (§6) phonology: derivations & rules

	
	Ch. 4 (§1-2) morphology: morphemes & word formation

	
	Ch. 4 (§3-4) morphology: compounding & inflection

	
	Ch. 4 (§5-6) morphology: other phenomena & morphophonemics

	Part II: sentence structure and meaning, and language change


	
	Ch. 5 (§1-2) syntax: word categories and rules for sentences

	
	First Exam (on Part I of the course)

	
	Ch. 5 (§3) syntax: deep and surface structure; transformations like “move”

	
	Ch. 5 (§4) syntax: more on transformations; parameters for variation in syntax

	
	Ch. 5 (§5) syntax: other constructions (e.g., relative clauses)

	
	Ch. 6 (§1-2) semantics: word meaning

	
	Ch. 6 (§3) semantics: sentence meaning & thematic roles

	
	Ch. 6 (§4) semantics: other factors (e.g. beliefs & attitudes)

	
	Ch. 7 (§1-3) language change: sounds and morphology; how change spreads

	
	- Fall break -

	
	Ch. 7 (§4-5) language change: syntax and vocabulary

	
	Ch. 7 (§6) language change: how we reconstruct prehistoric languages

	
	Ch. 8 (§1-2) language classification: dialect & language; typological classifications

	
	Ch. 8 (§3) language classification: the Indo-European family

	
	Ch. 9 Indigenous American languages

	Part III: different kinds of "language" — how they're used and learned


	
	Ch. 10 natural sign languages

	
	Second Exam (on Part II of the course)

	
	Ch. 11 (§1-4) acquisition of language: phonology, vocabulary, morphology

	
	Ch. 11  (§5-6) acquisition of language: syntax; a critical period

	
	Ch. 12 (§1-2) second language acquisition: its study; interlanguage grammars

	
	Ch. 12 (§3-4) second language acquisition: factors; L2 classroom

	
	Ch. 13 psycholinguistics: how we process language

	
	Ch. 14 neurolinguistics: language in the brain

	
	Ch. 15 (§1) sociolinguistics: language & situation

	
	Ch. 15 (§2) sociolinguistics: regional variation; languages in contact

	
	Ch. 16 writing and language

	
	- Thanksgiving break -

	
	Ch. 17 animal communication: do animals have language ? can they learn language?

	
	Ch. 18 computational linguistics: language and computers

	
	Final remarks & general review

	
	Third Exam (focusing on Part III of the course) and term papers due


Learning Opportunities

1. Website practice
· As explained in the preface of the textbook, this edition comes with a more robust website: http://bedfordstmartins.com/linguistics/ , which includes advanced material, extra problems, linguistics links, and interactive activities for students.  
· The new edition of the workbook offers the opportunity to hear most of the language samples included in the activities, so whenever you see a headphones icon go to the sound files at the website of the publishers: http://english.wadsworth.com/finegan-frommer/
Note: As part of your reading for each chapter, you should regularly check out its links and additional information there.

2. Homework and classwork


A vital part of the daily work for this course is thorough preparation of the assigned reading in the textbook as well as review of recent material. During class, the instructor builds on what you’ve already read about, helps you apply it, and presupposes it in discussion. In addition, there will be daily assigned exercises from the workbook and/or textbook, some to prepare for class discussion and others for turning in; these will help you develop analytical skills tested on the exams. The following is the criteria I’ll be using for grading homework assignments.
Homework Assignments: Evaluation criteria

	5
	- All the activities/exercises are complete, with only one or two minor mistakes, if any.

- Displays mastery of the concepts.

- Outstanding (A)

	4


	- All the activities/exercises are complete, with only a small number of minor errors.

- Shows understanding and concerted effort.

- Superior (A-, B+, B)

	3


	- All or most of the activities/exercises are complete with few errors.

- Shows some understanding and some effort.

- Satisfactory (B-, C+, C) 

	2


	- The activities/exercises are not complete and/or there are significant errors.

- reflects minimal work and no understanding.

- Passing, but unsatisfactory (C-, D+, D)

	0
	- No work turned in.

- Failure (F)


Note: An assignment counts as submitted on time if turned in during class time or slipped under my office door (Greene Hall 549) before 5:00p on the day it is due. Late assignments are still accepted, but the grade will be lowered (-1 pt.). 

3. Outside reading


Linguistics is a huge field, with a lot of works published on each of its topics. The textbook mentions some appropriate references you might want to follow up on if the topic interests you; and you’ll eventually need to start some research for the term paper (explained below). Go to the library’s website, http://www.wfu.edu/Library/ . Then click on “Library Catalog” or, to search for works on a topic through the MLA (Modern Language Association) Bibliography, click on “Electronic Databases.” In addition, you may start exploring languages and linguistics on the Web; and Dr. Stanley Whitley has a sampling of websites attached to his webpage, http://www.wfu.edu/~whitley/ 
4. Your classmates


Talking about the material is a great way to learn it as you explain and defend your views with other students. (But note that collaboration is not allowed on any written work turned in.) Also, note the "For the Student Linguist" sections at the end of some chapters of the textbook for the insights of previous students of the material.

5. Your professor

Whether you need help with something or have an interesting idea you'd like to discuss, feel free to stop by during my office hours. 
Exams & Daily evaluations

There are three exams as scheduled on the syllabus, and you will receive a study guide outlining each one with sample questions. You have the full period (55 min. on the first 2 exams, three hours on the last one, which will be mildly cumulative) for each test, but then time is called. If you must miss an exam, a makeup is available if (1) you directly notify me, with a valid excuse, before exam time, and (2) make up the missed exam as soon as you can return to class. 


In addition, each session starts with a daily evaluation, a brief (about 3 minutes) comprehension check of about 4 questions to check your progress and prepare you for exams. It covers major points in recent material and especially in the new material assigned for the day. The grade is simply the number right, plus one point for attendance throughout the period. (Thus, if you get 3 correct out of 4 and are present for whole session, the grade is 4.) There are no make-ups for these since the purpose is to gauge your understanding at that point of basic notions to be expanded on in class; it’s the homework and exams that check your comprehension after we’ve worked on the material. (But, with so many daily evaluations, missing one or two is a mere drop in the bucket, and is easily compensated for by extra effort and higher scores on subsequent daily evaluations.) At the end of the course, your daily evaluation point total (e.g., “3+5+2+Ø+4...”) is converted to a grade relative to the overall class norm.

Course Grade
You will be evaluated based on your performance on several assignments in the following way:

	50%
the 3 exams (15% for each of the first two, and 20% for the final) 

10%
daily evaluations 

20%   
homework assignments
20%
term paper project


Scale: 93–100=A, 90–92 = A-, 88–89=B+, 83–87=B, 80–82=B-, 78–79=C+, 73–77=C, 70–72=C-, 68–69=D+, 63–67=D, 60–62=D-, <60=F. We adhere to the WFU grade definitions in the Bulletin: A=exceptionally high achievement; A-, B+, B = superior; B-, C+, C = satisfactory; C-, D, D+ = passing but unsatisfactory; F = failure; I = incomplete
Term Paper Project


To apply the material to an area of your own interest, you will write a term paper of about 7-10 pp. (word-processed, double-spaced, standard margins), due on the day of the final exam. Don't rush to start it now; linguistics is likely to be a new subject for you and the course will survey a lot of interesting issues that will inspire you later. The paper should be one of the following types (although other proposals are possible; check with me):


1. A contrastive analysis of English and some other language you know something about. A contrastive analysis describes a given subsystem of two languages and, using data, analyzes similarities and differences, often with projections or explanations of the problems that students of one will have in learning the other.

 Examples of areas for contrastive analysis:

•the vowel or consonant systems of the two languages;

•their stress and/or pitch (intonation) patterns;

•the inflectional system of their verbs (or nouns, or...)

•a set of related structures in their syntax, such as question formation or sentence structure;

•a portion (“semantic field”) of their vocabulary systems and differences of meaning.

This kind of project often attracts language students and future teachers, and it requires access to data from the language(s) — books or articles and from your own knowledge of the two (or use of an informant). 


2. A study of an idea or issue. After researching (articles, books) a subject or question concerning language, you summarize what you have learned in a kind of critical review. The textbook lists promising works at the end of each chapter ("For Recommended Reading"), and the bibliography in any such book or article leads to other relevant readings. A great deal has been written on language in books and journals, and the master source is the MLA Bibliography (see above instructions on how to access it). The WFU library has some works on linguistics, but there are gaps in its holdings, so one limiting factor is what you can get sufficient sources for. 
Examples of topics:

•a question/issue in language and society (or culture, or education, or computer technology....)

•the history of a certain idea — different viewpoints, controversies, growth of consensus

•a kind of biography of an important figure in language and his/her views on linguistic issues.


For either type of paper (a language analysis, or a study of an idea), note the following points:

1. Most of your sources should come from books/articles (which are professionally refereed), not web postings (which are not); 

2.  It’s up to you to do the preliminary “legwork” – searching, reading, expanding your contact with linguistics, thinking about topics that interest you, and pursuing them further – this investigation on your own is part of the project, and the course. 
3. After you have a tentative idea from your outside readings, come by to tell me about it so that we can make sure it's a manageable topic. 
4. In an introductory course, you aren’t expected to come up with an original discovery on a professional level (although that would be nice). But you are expected (a) to apply what we’ve studied to your treatment of the topic, (b) to pursue it in more depth than was possible in class, and (c) to show evidence of your own library research on the topic. 


It is assumed that you already know the basic procedures and mechanics of college-level expository writing. But note that writing about language has its own special quirks. Study the following example.

Japanese ichi ‘one’ is pronounced . It came from Chinese and is unrelated to Eng. each (Jorden 1963, p. 132). It combines with other words and assimilates to the initial consonant, yielding allomorphs such as ip-, ik-, and is-: ip- ‘one side’, ik-kai ‘one time’, is-sai ‘one year old’. That is one advantage of using the characters called kanji: regardless of its form or pronunciation changes, ‘one’ can simply be written with — (a horizontal stroke).

As illustrated here, 


(1) When you talk about a word or form in your sentence, as in citing the words ichi and each, you always underline or italicize it unless it’s quoted in a foreign alphabet. Don’t use quotation marks for this purpose.

(2) A gloss (a brief English translation to identify a word’s meaning) is enclosed in single quotes, as in the example  ichi ‘one’. Save double quotes, “  ”, for their true purpose of quoting someone or something. 


(3) A phonetic transcription,  in the above example, is enclosed in brackets or slants (we'll learn the difference later) to show that you're talking about sounds, not letters. Don’t use quote marks or underlines for that.

(4) A source (e.g., “Jorden 1963, p. 132”) is cited in parentheses by name, date, comma, and page number (referring to a source in your bibliography). Reserve footnotes for brief tangential remarks.

See also “Writing Papers” at Dr. Whitley’s website. And at that same site, for (a) typing foreign characters and (b) obtaining a free phonetic symbols font from SIL, click on Foreign symbols: typing them on your computer.  
Miscellaneous advice and policies

1. Never hesitate to bring your questions, problems, and ideas to me. One-on-one talks give us a chance to discuss points that interest you in particular when there wasn't enough time in class.


2. “Practice makes perfect,” “use it or lose it”: the more you practice material and apply it, the better you learn it. Note the reference materials available: the glossary (terms and definitions) in the back of the book, its charts and tables as well as those in the workbook.


3. We abide by the WFU Honor System in this course; academic dishonesty is not tolerated, and will be handled according to the policies in the catalog and student handbook. Note that any work submitted in this course for a grade (including turn-in homework) must be your own individual effort.


4. We all have our bad days. When obligations pile up, some students wonder whether to come to class since they may be late, blow the daily evaluation, and ruin their image as a model Wake Student. But come anyway. In a survey course like this one, each session goes through a whole subject area or even chapter. If you miss class, you do not miss a lectured recapitulation of the book, but sounds that are modeled and practiced, techniques that are demonstrated, audiovisual examples of important concepts, discussions of issues, etc. — none of which may appear in notes borrowed from a friend. Coming late or unprepared is always better than completely missing out on what we do in class.


5. All work to be turned in must be printed out on paper, never emailed. (My department won’t pay to print it out.) Always identify your name and the assignment (e.g., “textbook p. 35, exercise F”); don’t make me guess who wrote it and what you were doing. Work counts as on time if turned in to me or slipped under my office door before 5:00 pm on the day for which it is assigned; if it arrives later, it’s still accepted but the grade is lowered slightly since (presumably) you were able to spend more time on it than other students. Homework may be wordprocessed or handwritten (if legible), but when it’s more than one page, always staple the pages together; don’t ever use a clip or fold corners back.

6. I’m glad to answer simple, brief questions by email (e.g., “What’s the homework?”); but for more complicated questions requiring interaction and discussion (e.g., “How can I find out more about language acquisition?”, “I don’t understand this chapter,” “How can I improve my daily evaluations?”, or “What’s the meaning of life?”), please come see me in my office hours. 

7. In Greene Hall classrooms, there’s no smoking, eating, drinking, gum-chewing, spitting, barfing, or anything else that can mess up the nice carpets and furniture. Also, make sure you turn off all your sound-making devices (beepers, cell phones, iPods, radios, alarms, air horns, etc.) before entering class.


8. If you have a documented disability or condition that can affect your performance in this course, especially on timed exams, please see me as soon as possible about any special accommodations that are needed.

9. I use computer projection in class to illustrate and discuss the material. If you likewise wish to use your laptop to take notes, that’s OK (but note preceding comment about turning off sound). But I cannot release my PowerPoints; they contain copyrighted material that “educational fair use” allows as a teaching aid but not for public distribution. (And besides, the crucial diagrams and examples are found in the textbook or workbook anyway.)
For more on linguistics


The WFU minor in linguistics is a valuable addition to majors in English and foreign languages, anthropology and other social sciences, and similar areas. The interdisciplinary faculty committee on linguistics hopes to offer more courses on specific areas depending on student interest. See Dr. Whitley or our website, http://www.wfu.edu/academics/linguistics/ for more information on courses, and also on further study and career options in language and linguistics.
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